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India’s official statistical machinery is gearing up to relaunch the All-India Household Consumer 
Expenditure Survey, traditionally undertaken quinquennially, from July 2022. If it fructifies, the result 
may be known towards the latter half of 2024, provided the Government permits the release. The last 
such Survey (2017-18), did not get such a sanction — its results reportedly indicated the first fall in 
monthly per-capita spending by households since 1972-73, with rural households facing a sharper 
decline compared to 2011-12. The Statistics Ministry had flagged ‘discrepancies’, ‘data quality issues’ 
and ‘divergences’ between estimated consumption levels and the actual output of goods and services. 
While it had sought to scuttle suggestions that unflattering data were being obfuscated, a better course 
of action would have been to release the data with caveats. It could have argued, for instance, that the 
numbers, at best, reflect the short-term impact of the ‘bold structural reforms’ carried out in the year 
preceding the Survey, to ‘formalise’ the economy — demonetisation and the GST. A fresh survey could 
then have been commissioned later for a clearer picture. This is what the UPA had done in 2011-12 to 
measure employment and consumer spending levels afresh, after the 2009-10 Surveys were affected by 
the global financial crisis and a severe drought that hit rural incomes. 

The Government had promised to examine the ‘feasibility’ of a fresh Consumer Spending 
Survey, over 2020-21 and 2021-22, after ‘incorporating all data quality refinements’ mooted by a panel. 
One hopes the exact ‘refinements’ are spelt out upfront in the upcoming Survey. Of equal import is 
providing data comparable with past numbers, while factoring in changes in consumption patterns; and 
it may still not be too late to release the previous Survey’s findings to help assess longer term trends. 
The absence of official data on such a critical aspect of the economy — used to estimate poverty levels, 
rebase GDP, and to make private investment decisions — for over a decade, is damaging to India. Being 
a free-market and transparent democracy distinguished India from the likes of China where official data 
are read with a pinch of salt. The Government’s actions, including the delayed release of critical jobs 
data, have dulled that perception. If anything, such Surveys need to be conducted more frequently for 
more effective policy actions informed by ground realities, no matter how unpleasant they may be. 
Now, imperfect proxies are deployed to gauge the economy, surmises made about the extinction of 
extreme poverty, and outlays are tom-tommed without evidence on outcomes. The NSO must be 
empowered to collect and disseminate more data points, without fear of insinuations about its abilities, 
or a looming axe on its regular Surveys. 
 
 machinery (noun) – organization, system, 

apparatus, agency. 
 gear up (phrasal verb) – get ready, prepare, 

equip (oneself) for something. 
 undertake (verb) – engage in, become 

involved in, embark on, launch into. 
 quinquennially (adverb) – in a way that is 

recurring every five years. 
 fructify (verb) – make fruitful/productive. 
 provided (conjunction) – if, on condition that, 

provided that, presuming that, assuming that, 
given that. 

 sanction (noun) –  approval, permission, 
consent. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 
apparently, professedly, ostensibly, 
purportedly. 

 fall (noun) – decrease, decline, reduction. 
 per-capita (adjective) – relating to each 

person; per person, for each, individual. 
 flag (verb) – indicate, identify, point out; draw 

attention to. 
 discrepancy (noun) – inconsistency, difference, 

disparity, variance, variation, deviation, 
divergence. 

 divergence (noun) – difference, contrast, 
dissimilarity, variance, variation. 

 sought past tense of seek (verb) – try, aim, 
attempt. 

 scuttle (verb) – (intentionally) cause something 
to fail. 

 unflattering (adjective) – unattractive, 
unfavourable, incorrect. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (25
th

-MAY-2022) 

Emp. code : 30  Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 
 

 obfuscate (verb) – confuse, complicate, make 
unclear; bewilder, mystify, puzzle, perplex. 

 course of action (phrase) – method, approach, 
procedure, plan of action. 

 caveat (noun) – warning, caution, red flag. 
 for instance (phrase) – as an example, for 

example. 
 at best (phrase) – only, simply, but, nothing 

but. 
 reflect (verb) – think about, give thought to, 

consider, review, mull over, contemplate. 
 carry out (phrasal verb) – implement, execute, 

discharge. 
 preceding (adjective) – previous, prior, earlier. 
 formalise (verb) – ratify, endorse, confirm, 

certify; legalize, legitimize, agree to (rules & 
regulations). 

 demonetisation (noun) – the act of depriving a 
currency unit (note/coin) of its status as 
money. 

 commission (verb) – order or authorize 
someone (a eperson/organisation) to do 
something. 

 picture (noun) – impression, view, vision, 
notion. 

 afresh (adverb) – anew, over again, once 
more. 

 hit (verb) – affect badly, devastate, damage. 
 feasibility (noun) – practicality, workability, 

viability. 
 refinement (noun) – improvement, 

transformation, betterment. 
 moot (verb) – put forward, introduce, present. 
 panel (noun) – committee, council, 

directorate, commission, group, delegation. 
 spell out (phrasal verb) – explain, make clear, 

elucidate/clarify. 
 upfront (adjective) – in advance, beforehand, 

ahead of time. 
 factor in (phrasal verb) – take something into 

account; consider, take account of, take into 
consideration, reckon with. 

 absence of (noun) – lack of, unavailability, 
non-existence. 

 rebase (verb) – from a new base level for 
something. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 
 distinguish (verb) – differentiate, separate, tell 

apart, recognize, pick out, characterize,  
individuate, identify, designate, categorize, 
classify. 

 the likes of (phrase) – someone/something 
considered as a type. 

 (take something) with a pinch/grain of salt 
(phrase) – disbelieve, distrust, doubt, have no 
confidence/faith in, be suspicious of. 

 dull (verb) – lessen, decrease, diminish, 
reduce. 

 perception (noun) – understanding, 
discernment, recognition/realization; 
interpretation. 

 if anything (phrase) – on the contrary; even. 
 ground reality (noun) – practical 

condition/situation. 
 proxy (noun) – deputy, representative, 

substitute. (proxy war means war through a 
representative/agent). 

 deploy (verb) – position, station, post; use, 
utilize, employ, make use of. 

 surmise (noun) – prediction, guesswork, 
notion, opinion/thought. 

 extinction (noun) – destruction, elimination, 
eradication, removal (a complete one). 

 outlay (noun) – expenditure, expenses, 
spending, cost, price, disbursement, 
investment. 

 tom-tom (verb) – proclaim, announce/voice, 
boast about. 

 outcome (noun) – result, consequence, effect. 
 empower (verb) – authorize, permit, allow. 
 disseminate (verb) – spread, circulate, 

distribute, publicize, communicate, make 
known. 

 insinuation (noun) – implication, reference, 
hint/indication, suggestion (usually, an 
unpleasant one). 

 looming (adjective) – appearing/emerging as a 
large/threatening one; imminent, impending, 
forthcoming, fast approaching. 

 axe (noun) – chopper; end, termination, 
discontinuation. 
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The re-election of Emmanuel Macron in Sunday’s presidential race is a relief not just for France’s 
political centrists but also for its allies in Europe and America. The election took place amid crises — high 
inflation; Russia’s invasion of Ukraine that pushed France into a difficult choice of imposing sanctions on 
Moscow even at the cost of higher energy prices; and growing political disillusionment among the 
country’s youth. The first round had seen the far-right rising to its highest ever levels — Marine Le Pen 
and Éric Zemmour together gathered more than 30% of votes. Yet, Mr. Macron secured a decisive 
victory in Sunday’s run-off, with 58.5% vote share against Ms. Le Pen’s 41.5%, showing that the centre 
can still hold in France. The banker-turned politician, who emerged as the surprise champion of French 
Republican values against an upsurge of far-right populism five years ago, managed to rally the anti-
populist base once more. He went to the voters with three broad themes: his administration’s economic 
performance, a defence of France’s Republican values and support for European sovereignty. While 
France’s quick return to growth and low unemployment rate helped him project a convincing 
macroeconomic picture, his attack on Ms. Le Pen as a threat to the French Republican values and the 
tough line he took on Ukraine allowed him to mobilise the liberal, centre-right and pro-European 
sections of voters. 

Mr. Macron’s victory offers stability for both France and the EU. But a closer look at the two 
rounds of elections provides a more complicated picture. The French political landscape, historically 
dominated by the centre-right conservatives and centre-left socialists, has undergone a major 
transformation. Mr. Macron has emerged as the poster boy of the centrist bloc, the largely status-quoist 
voters. And his key challengers are from the far-right, which has anti-Semitic and Islamophobic roots. 
The third bloc is led by leftist Jean-Luc Mélenchon, who finished third in the first round. The surge of the 
far-right and leftist candidates suggests that there is widespread voter anger towards the establishment. 
And the far-right populists, with their cocktail of anti-establishment welfarism and anti-immigrant 
rhetoric, seem to be better-equipped to tap this anger than the leftists. Ms. Le Pen may not be strong 
enough, as of now, to capture power, but she was strong enough to pose a credible challenge to Mr. 
Macron. In his victory speech, Mr. Macron admitted that there is growing anger among sections of the 
voters towards the political establishment and promised to tackle it. Going forward, his biggest 
challenge would be to reach out to the disaffected sections of society, address the growing anger in the 
underbelly of the working classes, and build credible alternatives to the far-right problem. 
 
 centrist (noun) – a person whose political 

opinions are not extreme, falling between 
those of liberals (left wing) and conservatives 
(right wing). 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance 
with another one in which they promise to 
support each other militarily and to defend 
each other. 

 amid (preposition) – in the middle of, 
surrounded by; during. 

 invasion (noun) – occupation, conquering, 
capture, , annexation, annexing, takeover. 

 impose (verb) – apply, enforce, exact, inflict. 
 at the cost of (phrase) – by 

sacrificing/losing/giving up something. 
 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 disillusionment (noun) – a feeling of 
disappointment. 

 secure (verb) – obtain, acquire, gain, get. 
 decisive (adjective) – emphatic, resounding, 

conclusive, definite. 
 run-off (noun) – A runoff election is a second, 

or follow-up election, in which the top two 
vote-getters run against each other. Runoff 
elections occur when no candidate meets a 
certain threshold of votes to be declared the 
winner. 

 hold (verb) – continue, carry on, go on, keep 
going, persist, endure, stay, remain. 

 champion (noun) – advocate, proponent, 
exponent, promoter, supporter. 

 Republican (noun) – (of a form of government) 
belonging to a republic. (“The Republic” is a 
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form of government in which a state (country) 
is ruled by elected representatives of the 
people (citizen body)). 

 upsurge (noun) – sudden increase, rise, 
growth. 

 rally (verb) – mobilize, bring together; 
assemble, unite, join together. 

 populist (adjective) – relating to the politicians 
who claim that they are representing the 
common/ordinary people. 

 base (noun) –  a group of people considered as 
supporting an organization/party. 

 administration (noun) – government, regime, 
authority, leadership, management. 

 defence (noun) – protection, shielding, 
safeguarding. 

 sovereignty (noun) – supremacy, power, 
hegemony, sway, authority, control, influence; 
autonomy, independence. 

 project (verb) – forecast, predict, estimate, 
calculate, gauge, reckon, expect. 

 macroeconomic (adjective) – relating to the 
branch of economics concerned with large-
scale factors (interest rates/national 
productivity). 

 picture (noun) – impression, view, vision, 
notion. 

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring together 
for a specific cause. 

 liberal (adjective) – progressive, forward-
thinking, broad-minded, reformist. 

 pro- (prefix) – supporting. 
 landscape (noun) – the distinctive features of a 

field of activity. 
 centre-right (adjective) – moderately right-

wing (party). 
 conservative (noun) – a person who is 

following the principles of conservatism; right-
winger, rightist. 

 centre-left (adjective) – moderately left-wing 
(party). 

 socialist (noun) – a person who is following the 
principles of socialism; leftist, left-winger. 

 undergo (verb) – go through, experience,  be 
subjected to. 

 transformation (noun) – change, transition. 

 poster boy (noun) – a person who represents a 
particular characteristic, cause, opinion, etc. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, union. 
 largely (adverb) – mostly, mainly, generally. 
 status-quoist (noun as modifier) – a supporter 

of the status quo.  
 anti-semitic (adjective) – relating to the 

hostility to, prejudice, or discrimination against 
Jews. 

 Islamophobic (adjective) – (of a person) having 
an unreasonable fear and dislike of Muslims. 

 root (noun) – basic cause of something. 
 leftist (adjective) – relating to left-wing 

political views. 
 surge (noun) – sudden increase or rise of 

something. 
 cocktail (noun) – a mixture of different 

substances. 
 anti-establishment (adjective) – against the 

established authority/government. 
 welfarism (noun) – the principles/policies of a 

welfare state. 
 anti-immigrant (adjective) – voicing opposition 

to immigrants (non-natives, foreigners, 
migrants). 

 rhetoric (noun) – bombast, loftiness, 
hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 better-equipped (adjective) – well-prepared, 
well-qualified. 

 tap (verb) – make use of, put to use, use, 
utilize, deploy, draw on, exploit. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 
reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 
reasonable. 

 admit (verb) – acknowledge, agree. 
 going forward (phrase) – in the future. 
 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 

obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 
 disaffected (adjective) – dissatisfied, 

disgruntled, discontented, frustrated. 
 underbelly (noun) – misfortune, affliction, 

trouble. 

http://www.vanik.org/

